
We’re seeking nominations for the First Annual  
 

Bob Sallinger Conservation Advocacy Award 

Bird Conservation Oregon, which Bob Sallinger founded in 2023, is proud to announce an 

annual award in Bob’s name that will honor a person who has made significant contributions to 

conservation work in Oregon. Such contributions could come in many forms, ranging from one 

particularly notable conservation victory to a career of achievements for Oregon’s environment.  

This award memorializes Bob Sallinger's legacy as one of Oregon’s most effective conservation 

advocates – someone whose passion, and hard work led to positive outcomes for birds, wildlife, 

habitat, and communities throughout the state. Recognizing that conservation work is generally 

not lucrative, the award includes a financial component. Award recipients will demonstrate 

qualities similar to those that made Bob so effective: fierce advocacy, collaborative spirit, 

scientific grounding, a willingness to participate in even the most grinding decision-making 

processes, and genuine care for birds, wildlife, and habitats throughout the state.  

The award selection committee will consider the following criteria in identifying the award 

recipient each year: 

Core Requirements: 

• Active conservation work in Oregon  

• Demonstrated impact on wildlife protection, habitat preservation, or conservation policy 

• Willingness to seek solutions with diverse stakeholders 

Additional Criteria for Consideration (recipients need not meet all) 

1. Tireless Advocacy and Dedication 

The recipient embodies Bob's legendary work ethic and persistence: 

• Demonstrates knowledge and eloquence when advocating for causes 

• Shows sustained commitment to environmental issues  

• Leverages knowledge of policies and legal requirements for conservation at the state, 

local, regional, or national levels 

• Ability to mobilize support from the public and conservation organizations 

• Highly respected by the public, elected officials, colleagues, and opponents 

2. Tangible Conservation Outcomes  

The recipient has contributed significantly to positive outcomes for conservation: 

• Success in protecting birds and other wildlife, and urban and rural habitats 

• Advancement of imperiled species recovery  



• Contributions to policy, legislation, or land management that create lasting change 

3. Hands-On Connection to Wildlife  

The recipient demonstrates direct engagement with nature: 

• Experience as naturalist, wildlife researcher, or wildlife rehabilitator  

• Personal involvement in wildlife monitoring or care 

• Field work and direct observation that informs advocacy 

• Willingness to take measures to protect individual animals and populations  

4. Environmental Education   

The recipient inspires and educates members of the public: 

• Serves as voice for wildlife and ecosystems, inspiring others to support conservation  

• Educates the public about the importance of biodiversity and habitat conservation   

• Highlights lesser-known species or even misunderstood species and environmental issues 

• Maintains focus on conservation outcomes over personal recognition 

5. Collaborative Partnership and Bridge-Building  

The recipient reflects Bob's ability to seek common ground to resolve conservation challenges: 

• Achieves results through bipartisan support and multi-stakeholder collaboration 

• Works respectfully with differing viewpoints 

• Participates in decision-making processes with both heart and reason, demanding 

accountability while working collaboratively 

• Excels at behind-the-scenes work, not just public advocacy 

6. Embodies Bob’s joyous and unconventional spirit 

 

Process 

 

The Board of Bird Conservation Oregon will accept nominations for this award until September 

1, 2026; the award will be announced in October, 2026. 

 

To nominate a person for this award, submit a concise letter explaining how the nominee and 

her/his/their actions meet the award’s core requirements and as many of the additional criteria as 

apply. The letter may include any other information deemed relevant by the nominator.  

 

Submit nomination letter (or any questions) to Dan Rohlf, BCO Board Chair, at 

rohlf@lclark.edu 
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